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            Gerard Manley Hopkins in his poem “Pied Beauty” celebrates “dappled things,” and 
“all things counter, original, spare, and strange.”  I think of this poem at the beginning of 
each new school year. After all, teachers in the English Language Arts embrace differences -- 
the “swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim.”  Not only are our students many and varied, but 
we English Language Arts teachers must bring to them a varied view of the world. Let us 
invite into our classroom rich materials and ideas that challenge our students to see “finches’ 
wings.” 

            Many teachers celebrate variety in the range of their personal readings and share this 
with their students.  Our grade eleven and twelve students recently heard Jared Diamond at 
TCU Place. So I shared some of my reflections on my reading of  Guns, Germs, and Steel. 
Some of my students are reading Haddon’s fine novel, the curious incident of the dog in the 
night-time. I know the book well and love to hear how students react to some of the 
protagonist’s adventures. How, why, and what we read speaks volumes about us – and the 
same can be said about our students. One of my resolutions this year is to pay closer attention 
to how students react to literary materials, classroom environments, their peers, and me. 
Students “read” the world around them, and they read us. But often we do not pay attention 
to these varied “counter” readings; the official curriculum gets in the way. 

Another of my resolutions this year is to escape from the formal course of study, 
escape from tradition.  I would like to see my students as curriculum. I want to “read” them 
construct meaning through journaling their independent readings, hear them strengthen 
understanding by preparing and participating in formal debates on elements of plot, and 
watch them imaginatively create roles during a mock trial.  There is hope for me, after all, 
the mantra in the elections to the south of us is “change,” and besides, I have a very 
competent intern.    

These thoughts about the power of variation and student choice bring me to our 
STELA conference.   This year’s conference is a way to help us reflect on our own practice 
by doing something a little different and travel beyond what is familiar. Sharing our 
professional development space with the “gear and tackle and trim” as Hopkins put it of the 
drama and arts education teachers will cause us to look fresh at our own practice. I hope to 
see you there.  

Congratulations are due once again to Inter*STELA editor Brandi Rolfe for 
producing an informative and compelling journal.  We should be very proud of this online 
journal, which describes the “plotted and pieced” landscape of what we do. 
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The 2008 Edition of ‘On The Horizon’ 

should be mailed out in December. 
Look for it in your mailboxes! 

 
 
 

������� �
�
����������	
����
	�
��������	
�����������
��������
 �
	
�
	�
����������������������
�����
������������	�����
���
�
����

������
��������
	
�� ���	
��
�����
����
���	
�����������
�
��
	��������
	�
��������
������ ���
	������	
	�
��� 	��������
���!����
�����
"�
	�
�������	���	�������	�������
�����

	
�	
!���� 
�������
	#�
	�
���	����
	��������	
������
��
������	
�	
�
�������
	#�
	�
���������
����$�%&�� ��������
����
��������	
	�
���
�
��
	��������
	�
��'�����
�
���(	�������	��

���
��� �
��	
�
��������
�����������	���
"�
	�
�����)����

�!*�
���(	�������	��

����
����
� �	
�
��������
���� 	�
	
��% ���
	����
)��
�	
��
�	���	��������
��+����
�������
	#�
	�
��� ���*�����
	�*��������	�
����
��
��
������
�
�
�
�
�



5 | P a g e 
 

� � � ��	
��"�!#��������	
��"�!#��������	
��"�!#��������	
��"�!#������� �� �
@
�

	�����	�����	���!�	���C �� ����
�����
�	����@�	���DC������
������������
�	���! ���
�

	��

���������	
�
��
.�
�  !��
��������
������������	��������
�������
��
���
� �
	*�1��
	��� !�
�  ��
��������$>����
�5�	�3��&�����
�����	��������
��� �������
���
�  '����
����������������
	
��
��
�  !��
���������
�����
���������
�
	����

����*��
���� �������������
	
��
�
�  !��
������	�����	������
������������	����
���	��	�� ���	
�������	
�	
�
������
��

�
����
���
�

	������������� !����
��
�����������
��� 	��

���������
�����
������
�
����	������
����
��������
��������������	
��.�

?
����
	�>�
����
������ �!��@
�

	�����%���	�

�/��%���

���%���
����
�
C)(�@���
��,����

,
�������2� �E��E@A�
�
������ �!��@
�

	�����!����������/,
�
����<�	� �
��
���������������	������������

���
�������������� 
�

	����	�	
�
���������
�

	������	��
�
��	���
�������
����������	���������������	��	������ 
	
��
������	��
���������
�
����
���
����	������
������	��������
�
��	��1.�@�@=�,�51��1'<>,@!�1>'�
��
��6�#�(���

��6�#���CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�
�
*�#��-����������
�

��CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�
�
.��:�������CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�	�
����.�����CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�
�
*�#��	������CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�*�#����&��CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�
�
*�#���#�����CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�
�
��������CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�
�
���������.�
���������6�#/�
��CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�
D���'�
��:�����-�#/�

��0���
��
���������������
E�
�
��	��11.��4���><�@�@=�,�51��
�������
�..�����D.��������.���������
�������

����� ����
������������
�
E�����6.���D6��������.��������� 
�������

�
��������
�E������������A�
�
CCC�;�����
�DF!2E�CCC���0�
��������DF1E� CCC�������� �DF1E� CCC��
�����������DF12E� �
�
���#������
����CCCCCCCCCCCC���
�#�#/�

��0����
A�
�
�������
���CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC��8�����CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC�
�
�

Please make 
your cheque 
payable to 
S.T.E.L.A. 
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GIFT MEMBERSHIPS IN CCTELA! 

This would make a great graduation, teacher candidate appreciation, birthday, holiday or end 
of year thank you gift! If you purchase a gift membership for a colleague, student, relative or friend, a 
beautiful gift card will be mailed to the new member on your behalf. To order a gift membership, please 
complete the form below and mail it along with your cheque or money order to:        
CCTELA 

10-730 River Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2M 5A4 

����������	
�����
���������
 
Please complete this quick and easy form and mail it directly to the Executive Director along with your 
cheque (payable to CCTELA in Canadian funds). Unfortunately, CCTELA 
is unable to accept payment by credit card or to use our website for payment purposes. 
 

Yes, I would like to send a gift membership in CCTE LA to: 
 
Name:   _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
City:   _____  Province / State: ________  Postal / Zip Code:  _________ 
 
My address is:  
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:          _____ 
 
City:     Province / State:  _______ Postal / Zip Code:  ______  
 
PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY: 
 

�  Regular Membership............................................................................................$50.00 
 
�  Affiliate Status 
    (Member of BCTELA, IFTE, ELAN, STELA, MATE, or ATEQ)...........................$40.00 
�      Undergraduate Student 
          (Include photocopied proof of status).................................................................$25.00 
 

For further information, contact the Executive Dire ctor, Linda Ferguson 

E-mail: cctela@mts.net    Fax: 1-204-253-2562   Telephone: 1-204-255-1676 

��� �
��� �
��� �
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