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Lynn and Jason Howse, editors@@rh the Horizon: Voices of Saskatchewan Y oaité looking
for members who are willing to assist in the prdducof the 2008 edition. Areas which are in
need of assistance include:

Typesetting and desktop publishing

Scanning of artwork (up to 11"X17” in size)

Promotion and retail
If you are a teacher who is interested in the pcada ofOn the Horizonbut cannot commit to
time-consuming position, we would love to hear frpow.
Please contact Lynn and Jasowm@hehorizon@sasktel.net
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Joseph Duffy Memorial Award

Presented annually for

Excellence in Teaching English Language Arts

by the Saskatchewan Teachers of English Language Ar  ts Association

Gary Hyland Award

Presented annually for

An English Teacher within the First 10 years of the  ir Career

By the Saskatchewan Teachers of English Language Ar  ts Association

This award acknowledges the significance of Gary Hy  land’s influence in the quality of
ELA education in Saskatchewan.
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GIFT MEMBERSHIPS IN CCTELA!
This would make a great graduation, teacher candidate appreciation, birthday, holiday or end of year
thank you gift! If you purchase a gift membership for a colleague, student, relative or friend, a beautiful gift
card will be mailed to the new member on your behalf. To order a gift membership, please complete the
form below and mail it along with your cheque or money order to:
CCTELA
10-730 River Road
Winnipeg, MB R2M 5A4

Please complete this quick and easy form and mail it directly to the Executive Director along
with your cheque (payable to CCTELA in Canadian funds). Unfortunately, CCTELA
is unable to accept payment by credit card or to use our website for payment purposes.

Yes, | would like to send a gift membership in CCTE LA to:

Name:

Address:

City: Province / State: Postal / Zip Code:

My address is:

Name:

Address:

City: Province / State: Postal / Zip Code:

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:

Regular Membership

Affiliate Status

(Member of BCTELA, IFTE, ELAN, STELA, MATE, or ATEQ)
Undergraduate Student

(Include photocopied proof of status)

For further information, contact the Executive Dire ctor, Linda Ferguson

E-mail: cctela@mts.net  Fax: 1-204-253-2562 Telephone: 1-204-255-1676
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Present at Conference!

Do you have an idea for a session you would like to present at the
ArtsConnect Conference in November?

Rather Contribute in a Smaller Way?

Consider submitting a Poster Session! We're looking for teachers to
share lessons/ideas that have worked well. There’s no big commitment!
It's just a matter of sharing that classroom gem of yours by putting together
a poster which will be displayed.

If you are interested, please contact Carmen Holota
(c_holota@hotmail.com) by Friday, June 6, 2008.
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Thinking Critically, Thinking Creatively

MATE and CCTELA present a National ELA Conference

For S.A.G. Conference 2008
Friday, November 28
Kelvin High School
155 Kingsway Ave. Winnipeg, Manitoba
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Busy as a Bee, Minus the Repetition
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ELA B10

Incommunicado: Sign Language Poetry
Submitted by Stephen Boutilier

Objectives/Goals

Note: While this lesson is intended to fit with EIBA0 unit 3: Equalit-Pain and Pride, it me
be easily adapted to fit with any poetry unit, wsttme adaptations.

Reading:

-To respond to a text personally, critically, amdatively

-To experience human experiences and values redlécttexts
-Record responses in a journal, log, or notebook
-Recognize the structure and characteristics @fraqular poem

Viewing and Representing:
-To recognize nonverbal aids and visual representaas tools for communicating and learni

CELs

COM

Materials/Resource:

-Students will have to communicate | -Any poemfrom the curriculum materials will k
their ideas within small groups, as wellsuitable for the activity

as having to express themselves
through gesture. “The Mute Poet.” Short FilmYou Tube21 Oct. 2007
<http://youtube.com/watch?v=XMXDNL3MkRo>
CCT
-A handout of the words to “The Mute Poet”
-Students will have to perform an
interpretation of a piece of literature. | -Brewster, Elizabeth. “Jamie” Poetry and Language
Ed. B. Kellow, J. Krisak. London: McGraw-Hill
PSVS Ryerson, 1983. P. 136.

-Students will develop a better -Gibson, William._ The Miracle WorkeSimon and
understanding of the needs and feelin@chuster: New York, 1956.
of those with special needs

Methods/Strategie:
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Part One

-Lesson begins with the question “What makes alagg?” possible responses include
grammar, words, sounds, and others. As a contongatie teacher will ask, if we were to
remove any of these elements, would the languagince to exist? The discussion is intende
to help students to better understand the chalteafieommunicating without sound.

Teacher Guide Questions:

-Without writing, does spoken language still exist?

-Without grammar, can individual words still haveaning?

-Without sound, can language continue?

-Is written language simply a way of expressingtdésg spoken language?
-What would happen to language if you took awaynsi@u

Part Two

-Upon completion of the set, begin a discussioruatiee nature of sign language.

Teacher Guide Questions:

-Is sign language its own language?
-Why do people learn sign language?
-Do you think that people who are unable to hear hlave used sign language their whole livé
dream in sign language?

-How, aside from the lack of sound, does sign laggudiffer from spoken language?

-The objective of this discussion is to get studehinking about the way that they use langug
and how others have had to adapt their usage gliage in order to be able to communicate

Part Three
-After the discussion, teacher will show a shodea, “The Mute Poet”, which is a poem writt¢
and performed by a deaf and mute individual. Trst fliewing of the video will be with no
sound.

-The video is then to be re-played, this time wiith sound included, so the students can hea
what is actually being said in the poem

-After the video, the class is to explore the perfance aspect of the poem.

Teacher Guide Questions:
-What made the performance a poem? What didn't?

-Would the addition of words change the meaninthefpoem? How?
-Are the gestures on their own poetic? Why or wai?n

d

2S

ge,

2N
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Part Four

-Following the second viewing of the poem, studevilsbroken into groups of approximately

and either asked to pick a poem that they havetreademester, or assigned the poem “Jam
by Elizabeth Brewster, and asked to create a vigyaksentation of the poem using gestures
They are not required to use any officially recagai form of sign language, but if they are al
to use sign language, they are welcome to usdtér fhe students have had sufficient time, th

will be expected to perform this visual represeatato the class, with one student reciting the

poem as the others perform it. Students will beedgk include at least three different poetic
devices such as onomatopoeia, and alliterationtrgrtd adapt those elements into their
performance in a creative way. It is important édenthat this performance is not meant to be
literal, i.e. pointing to their eye to signify teord “I”. Rather, it is meant to be interpretive.

Part Five
-Students will then be asked to reflect on thelehgkes they faced in representing the poem.
This can take the form of either journaling, classn discussion, or other means.

Possible prompts for discussion/journaling/respanslude:

-Do you feel it was possible to capture the meaoirtpe poem without words? Why or why
not?

-What was the hardest part of performing the po@rhat was the easiest? Why?

-In what ways do you think your experience presend sign language poem would be simila
the experience of someone unable to speak? Inwadnat do you think it would be different?
Why?

Extension

W

e

e
ey

N

Ito

As a possible extension to this lesson, the abotreitées could be used ipre-reading fo a
reading of The Miracle Workeand could provide a useful platform for futursalissions abou
the challenges facings those with difficulties regquand speaking.

[

Assessment/Evaluatior

-Students will be evaluated on their participatiothie lesson as a part of an ongoing evalu
Unless you are providing an original rubric, simglyote the pate of the curriculum to which
you refer. They will also be evaluated on theirgergation and group work based on a holisti
rubric out of 4 marks, and built on Sask. LearnsngAGE system.

)

Adaptive Dimensior

-Any students with mobility problems may still paitiate, and may express themselves thrc
non-verbal sounds, any gestures which are phygipalsible, or any other means which can
devised.

-A sign language dictionary or alphabet can be ns@@able to more advanced students if th

be

ey

wish to express themselves in a more structuredharan




34|Page

! # o # $ % #
& ! #
# #
H
(
# #
) #
! #
* I
+
# #
, # H
# & #
- #
Hit -
L % I # #
# # #
#
# # 0 ) #1 %
2 # # !
3 | Hit
# 2
4 # 567 # !
# # Hit
+ L% #
# o #
4 % # !
# #
# 4 Hit
# 2 ##
# $ 2
# 8 |
9 #
8 # - #




35|Page

Essay Contest

Opportunity: Right to Know Essay Contest

Right to Know events celebrate, once a year, the right of access to information held by
public bodies. This right of access to information is one of the most important ways of
making governments and government organizations transparent and accountable. The
Gomery, Maher Arar, and Tainted Blood Inquiries provide dramatic examples of why the
public's right to know is so important to a democratic society.

The Right to Know Committee is a coalition of varied participants who share an interest
in the meaningful implementation of the public's right to access public information.
Participants and supporters have included the Information and Privacy Commissioner's
Office, the Canadian Bar Association Privacy and Access Law Section, The
Saskatchewan Law Foundation, the Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy, libraries,
media, universities and other educational institutions.

To promote Right to Know, the Committee is continuing its essay contests on the topic:

"Why the right of access to information is important
in a modern democratic society?"

One contest is at the high school level and one at the university level. Submissions are
due September 22, 2008. Details can be found at http://www.oipc.sk.ca/ then click on
"Right to Know" in the right hand column. Prizes will be awarded at this year's 'Right to
Know' events during the week of September 28 to October 4, 2008. The high school
contest offers a $300 award.

We hope teachers will make their students aware of Right to Know and the essay
contest and encourage students to participate by allowing them to use an essay as one
of their class assignments.

If you have any questions, please check the FAQ at http://www.oipc.sk.ca/ or contact
the Right to Know Committee at (306) 787-8350.
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NCTE- Teacher of Excellence Award

National Council of Teachers of English
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER OF EXCELLENCE AWARD

DEADLINE EXTENDED TO JUNE 16, 2008

Because of the record low number of affiliate nominations, the deadline for the NCTE High School
Teacher of Excellence Award has been extended to June 16, 2008.

All state, provincial, regional, and local affiliates who wish to recognize and celebrate a high school
classroom teacher in their area are encouraged to complete and send in the nomination form before
June 16, 2008 .

Each affiliate is at liberty to select a person for this honor in the manner of its choice. An affiliate’s
governing board might acknowledge someone who has previously won an award within the affiliate,
thus moving that person’s recognition to a national level, or the affiliate might advertise for
applications for nominations before choosing a winner.

To learn more about this award and the procedures for nominations, please go to
http://www.ncte.org/second/awards/110170.htm.

DOCUMENTATION SHOULD BE SENT BY June 16, 2008 to
SECONDARY SECTION AWARD
Karen Hartman
9765 West 77th Drive
Arvada, CO 80005

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact HSTE Chair, Karen Hartman at
Kj_hartman@comcast.net or Felisa Mann at fmann@ncte.org.
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Book Review

The Virtual Student: A Profile and Guide to Working

with Online Learner®y Rena M. Palloff and Keith Pratt
A Book Review by Catrina Palmara
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